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Looking back on spring 2013 . . .
Two of the prominent issues that come to mind,
were the growing concerns about the impacts of
pesticides on bees, and the fact that here in the
UK we have just witnessed the coldest spring for
more than half a century. The issues are not
unconnected, because the harsh winter of
2012/2013 caused major mortality of bees.
The health of bee populations is of fundamental
practical importance to us all, because of the
role that bees play in pollinating flowers. In
looking after bees, we are looking after the
human population. A range of potential hazards
to bees are caused by human activity and on
April 26, this year, environmental organisations
staged a demo opposite the UK's Houses of
Parliament to assert their support for an EU ban
on a class of pesticide known as neonicotinoids
(this concern will be explored in future issues).
Left: Poster emphasises mass support for protecting
bees from pesticides. Below: Campaigners in themed
bee dress and a grim-looking Paul de Zylva of Friends
of the Earth giving an interview on camera. Above:
Bumblebee alights on comfrey (June 8, 2013).

Honey bees hit hard by
cold winter and spring.
A 13 June 2013 press release from
the British Beekeepers Association
announced the results of their annual
survey of how well honeybee colonies
had
survived
the
winter
of
2012/2013. The BBKA sent out 2,500
consultation forms and received back
937 responses. Not all respondents
had kept bees during the period in
question and data were used from
846 forms. It was found that during
the winter, out of every 100 colonies,
33.8 had perished. This was more
twice the mortality rate (16.2 %) for
the winter of 2011/2012 (although
30.5 % colonies died in the winter of
2007/2008).
Bad weather makes it hard for bees
to forage whilst, at the same time,
the pollen and nectar are scarcer.
Even if a colony has accumulated
adequate honey within their hive,
they may still starve during bad
weather, because bees tend to
cluster together for warmth and to
consume food stores in their
immediate vicinity. They can search
the hive for other food stores, but
this requires warmer weather.
Another problem is that due to poor
weather, inadequately mated new
virgin queens become drone-laying
queens and affected colonies die out.

Top: Fields near Ridley, Kent (April 16). Above: the Car-Garden
Installation. This creation by Adele Howitt and Fiona Weir was
set up in Horniman Gardens, South London. The “Seeds for the
Desert” project seeks to “highlight the need for bee-friendly
planting schemes in urban and rural areas”
Ecospheres Project – Earth Campaign: c/o prime-meridian01@hotmail.com
http://www.ecospheresproject.moonfruit.com/

Seasons in South East England

April, 2013

Woods & hedgerows began to come to life.
April 1 was dry and bright, with a cold easterly wind.
E coast areas had wintry showers on April 2. Parts of
Cumbria fell to -7oC on April 3. After light rain and
snow on April 4 and 5, high pressure brought dry,
sunny, warmer weather on April 6 and 7. Showery
episodes affected England from April 8 until April 13.
According to the UK's Met Office: “Temperatures did
return to near the seasonal average as the month
progressed, as the persistent easterly winds finally
gave way to winds from a westerly or southerly
quarter around 11th.” On April 14, a band of rain
and strong winds arrived from the NW, but it was
warm in the SE (22oC at Manston and Gravesend,
Kent). April 15 and 16 saw windy, mostly dry
weather, April 17 and 18, high winds. High pressure
from the S brought more settled weather on April 19
and 20, becoming cloudier on April 21. After patchy
rain on April 22, warm, dry weather arrived on April
23 (20oC in SE), then, after a warm start, April 24 saw
patchy rain move slowly S from central and N
England. April 25 saw 23oC in Cambridgeshire and
Kent; rain reached the SE by evening. Scattered
showers, including hail and thunder occurred on April
26 with thunder again in the E on April 27. The S was
mostly dry on April 28, cooling on April 29, with drier
conditions with sunny spells on April 30.
For SE and central S England, mean max. temp.:
11.9oC
(-1.3oC); mean min. temp.: 3.3 oC (-1.0oC).
Hours of sunshine: 169.2 (100%). Rain: 41.9 mm
(78%). Anomalies re. 1981-2010 norm in brackets.
(Based on online Met Office data).

Top: A bare hedgerow near West Kingsdown, Kent (April 6).
Upper right: Roadside wood anemones (Saxten's & Cage's
Wood, Kent; April 6). Centre right: Lesser celandine, New
Ash Green, Kent (April 6). Lower right: Lime leaves
unfold, South London (April 28). Left: Weather on April 16,
15:02 GMT (courtesy Geoff Hamilton). NOAA satellite.

Global climate; April 2013.
Far from being the record's warmest April.
According to the NOAA, the mean global
temperature for April 2013 (combining data for
land and sea) was 0.58 ± 0.07 oC above the 20th C
average of 13.7oC. This was the 339th consecutive
month above the 20th C mean, but we saw the
unspectacular 13th warmest April on record (2010
was warmest). For the world as a whole, the
surface of the land was 0.71 ± 0.11oC warmer than
the average (17th warmest on record behind April
2007), and the ocean was 0.44 ± 0.05 oC warmer (7th
warmest with 1998 and 2010 as joint warmest). For
the Northern Hemisphere the combined result for
land and ocean was 0.54 ± 0.11 above the 20th
Century mean, making it the 15 th warmest April
(warmest was 2012). Land in the Northern
Hemisphere was overall 0.71 ± 0.11 oC above the
average (the 20th warmest April) with 2012 as the
record. In the Southern Hemisphere, the mean land
temperature was +0.70 ± 0.14oC above the average
(12th warmest April with 2010 as warmest). The
combined land and ocean temperature was 0.50 ±
0.06oC above the mean (10th warmest April with
1998 and 2010 as joint warmest).
NOAA stated: “temperatures were much warmer than average
across much of Mexico, the coastal regions of South America, most
of Argentina, southern Europe, parts of coastal Africa, far eastern
Europe, and western Australia. Record warm temperatures were
observed across the southern tip of South America, far western
Brazil, the southern Philippines, and some locales in far eastern
Russia. It was much cooler than average across a swath of central
North America, central Paraguay, part of northwestern Canada,
and much of Alaska, where the southeastern portion of Alaska had
record cold April temperatures.” North America had its 3rd largest
snow cover since records began in 1967.
Top: Lambs out in the spring sunshine. Kent. April 20. Upper right:
Cherry blossom in South London park. Centre right: Irrigating a field.
Kent. April 20. Lower right: the church of St Mary-le-Strand, London,
with magnolias in blossom; flag is out for St. George's Day, April 23, the
birthday (according to tradition) of William Shakespeare (1564-1666).

Source: NOAA National Climatic Data Center, State of the Climate:
Global Analysis for April, 2013, published online. Data provisional.

Seasons in South East England

May, 2013

This was the UK's coldest May since 1996.
With high pressure area to the S, it was dry and
sunny from May 1 to 3 and also from May 5 to 7, but
central and E England had scattered showers on May
4. Cumbria saw the lowest UK temp. (-5.5oC; May 2)
and highest (23.8oC; May 7). May 8 and 9: rain spread
from the W; gusts of up to 93 km hr -1 in S, still windy
on May 10. May 11: colder, NW wind, scattered
showers. May 12 began bright, but saw rain. May 13:
sun, showers, strong winds and thunder in Lancashire
and Norfolk. England felt rain and strong winds on
May 14 and 15 (a gust of over 117 km hr -1 on the Isle
of Wight). May 16: Afternoon showers (thunder in
central England). On May 17 a band of heavy rain saw
44 mm fall at Loftus (Cleveland). Heavy rains in N
England on May 18. May 19: Showers in the morning
on S coast. After a dry and bright May 20, May 21 was
cooler, but a NW wind intensified, with May 22
seeing showers on the E coast and May 23 showers
and a gust of nearly 76 km hr -1 at Loftus. May 24:
Low pressure in E and central England with rain and
strong winds (over 88 km hr-1 at Warcop, Cumbria).
May 25 and 26: dry and bright with S high pressure
area. May 27: Rains which reached the NW, but
central and E areas escaped. The E coast missed the
general rain on May 28. May 29: NE wind with rain
spreading westwards. Patchy rain in E areas on May
30, was followed by sunny, dry conditions on May 31,
with temperatures of 23oC at places in the E.
For SE and central S England, mean max. temp.:
15.2oC
(-1.5oC); mean min. temp.: 6.0oC (-1.3oC).
Hours of sunshine: 197.1 (98%). Rain: 55.8 mm
(102%). Anomalies re. 1981-2010 norm in brackets.
(Based on online Met Office data).

Top: A greening field, Ash, Kent (May 27). Upper right: Ramsons.
The Lawns, Upper Norwood, S. London (May 6). Centre right:
Bluebells on woodland floor, Kent (May 25). Lower right: Early
purple orchids. Wood near Ash, Kent (May 27). Left: Weather on
May 25, 13:09 GMT (courtesy Geoff Hamilton). NOAA satellite.

Global climate; May 2013.
A warm May, but not the hottest ever.
According to the NOAA, the mean global
temperature for May 2013 (combining data for land
and sea) was 0.66 ± 0.07oC above the 20th C average
of 14.8oC. This was the 3rd warmest May on record
(warmest was 2010). For the world as a whole, the
surface of the land was 1.11 ± 0.14oC warmer than
the average (3rd warmest on record with May 2012
as warmest), and the ocean was 0.49 ± 0.04 oC
warmer. For the Northern Hemisphere the
combined result for land and ocean was 0.74 ±
0.08oC above the 20th C mean (3rd warmest behind
2012 as warmest). Land in the Northern
Hemisphere was overall 1.14 ± 0.15oC above the
average (5th warmest with 2012 as warmest) and
ocean 0.49 ± 0.04oC above the mean (4th warmest
with 2005 as warmest).
Meanwhile, in the
Southern Hemisphere, the mean land temperature
was 1.03 ± 0.23oC above the average (2nd warmest
with May 2002 as warmest). May with 2010 as
warmest). The combined land and ocean
temperature was 0.58 ± 0.06oC above the mean (4th
warmest May with 1998 as warmest).
“several regions around the world had record
warmth, including north central Siberia, west
central Australia, parts of northern and eastern
Europe, parts of Libya and Algeria in northern
Africa, part of northeastern China, the
Philippines, and part of northern South America.
Record cold was observed in western Greenland.”
Source: NOAA National Climatic Data Center, State
of the Climate: Global Analysis for May, 2013,
published online. Data provisional.
Top: May and gorse produce a brilliant display on
Dartford Heath, Kent (May 27). Upper right: Fringe
of cow parsely along a hedgerow at Ash, Kent (May
25). Centre right: A peacock butterfly on comfrey
along the same hedgerow (May 25). Lower right: On
a grey and forlorn rainy day in South London, a
water drop falls from a shop awning (May 24).
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