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Extinction Rebelling occupied London's Waterloo Bridge.
This is social history in the making. 

On the bright,  cloudless day of  April  15, 2019,
protestors  kept  out  the  traffic  and  turned  the
Bridge into a pedestrian precinct. 



Extinction Rebellion moved into areas of London, on  Monday April  15, 2019. It  targeted
Waterloo Bridge, Oxford Circus, Marble Arch and Parliament 
Square. 

Activists prevented traffic crossing Waterloo Bridge and introduced art, chalking the road,
trees and plants, skateboard, free food from stalls and a people's assembly.  





Protest events include a significant turnout for bees, simply because
bees play such a vital role in pollination flowers on a global scale.
Supporters of bees were out in force on Waterloo Bridge.

Greenpeace  explains:  “Globally  there  are  more  honey  bees  than  other
types of bee and pollinating insects, so it is the world’s most important
pollinator of food crops. It is estimated that one third of the food that we
consume each day relies on pollination mainly by bees, but also by other
insects, birds and bats.” Bees pollinate domestic and imported fruits and
vegetables.  Pollution causes: “Physiological  effects .  .  . Perturbations of
the  foraging  patterns   .  .  .  interference  with  feeding  behaviours .  .  .
Impacts of neurotoxins pesticides on learning processes . . . Destructive
industrial agriculture . . . Bee-killing pesticides . . . ”
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“Lost Song.” Protestor Ruth Carpenter was carrying in her bag an unfinished poem, a work in
progress, about the loss of bird song. It may be uncompleted, and she is doubtless continuing to
searching at convenient moments for the final words. A poem in progress







An ad hoc Peoples Assembly was staged from a truck and powered
by solar panels. Stuart Basden of Extinction Rebellion took notes on
a  flip  chart  while  a  colleague  handed  over  the  microphone to
people from the audience. One was left with a feeling that the brief
comments were thoughtful and helpful, and represented opinions
that must speak for millions of people. One hopes that there were
preserved in more detailed and in more durable forms, not least for
social historians.  

Right: Everywhere he spoke in the crowds across the Bridge, a poet
drew enthusiastic cheers and clapping. 





 
The protest  was  still  underway on April  16.  It  would  hold the
Bridge for  for  A lone flag-waving supporter was keeping up the
faith in makeshift pound of police vehicles, discussion her cause
with a passer-by on the southern end of Waterloo Bridge. A few
days latter saw the traffic running once more, but the event was
not forgotten.

The Bridge remained closed to traffic and filled with campaigners.
Right: Senan Clifford of Stroud XR inspired the crowds with the
kind  of  passion  that  we  very  rarely  hear  from  Governments.
Below: Art groups and drama continued.

A response to Extinction Rebellion.                   
Editor: Dr Martin Heath.

This  newsletter  has  not  covered  Extinction  Rebellion
uncritically  (see  PM 97  November  25,  2018).  It  is  clear,
however, that the organisation has made huge strides.

Right  now,  as  far  as  climate  is  concerned,  the  most
effective  leadership  in  the  UK  has  been  coming  from
Extinction  Rebellion,  a  16  year  old  from  Sweden  and
(apparently) the secretive wall artist Banksy. You can take
that as a statement of reality or satire, however you prefer.



Greta Thunberg who was allowed to address UK leaders and she made a telling point about the
UK's  greenhouse  has  emissions.  Our  government  has  wanted  us  to  accept  that  since  1990,
emissions have been reduced by 42%. That would have been on target for an 80% reduction from
1990 levels by 2050. Taking into account, international aviation, shipping and imports would
have actually meant that the UK's achievement from 1990 would actually have been closer to
10%. UK and other countries must realise that the game is up. We need real action.

The ever publicity-worthy Banksy has made the press, TV news and internet. Art experts are
involved and Westminster Council, identifying this as a potential £1 million art work, has covered
it with a protective plastic cover. The trademark painting can be seen at London's Marble Arch,
where  Extinction  Rebellion  has  held  an  occupation. The  picture  shows  a  child  holding  an
Extinction Rebellion beside a slogan that promises:  “FROM THIS MOMENT DESPAIR ENDS AND
TACTICS BEGIN”

Here is a warning that other commentators may not have emphasised. This, so called, Rebellion,
has  been,  thankfully,  a  very  gentle  affair.  It  is  non-violent  and  respectful.  Supporters  may
disagree about whether some should have broken a revolving door and windows at the Shell
building near the south side of Waterloo Bridge, but this was very mild as attempts at social
upheaval are concerned. Protestors on the Bridge had created a friendly event to publicise the
fact that Planet Earth needs urgent protect from human folly. However, if governments fail to
take notice and the climate emergency is allowed to escalate, our society could all too easily
plunge in a much more disturbing world. Few would want to see that terrifying possibility. As the
global  climate  deteriorates,  inevitably,  countries  will  be  plunged  into  more  extreme  social
conflicts, both within and between nations. We have heard much about the urgency to turn
around climate change. There is no less urgency to prevent our civilisation, forced by ecological
disaster into social catastrophe. 

My  message  to  the  Government  is  that  they  should  be  grateful  that  they  are  faced  with
Extinction Rebellion, closing a bridge, chalking on the roads and setting up free food stalls. Its
fun, its friendly, and take notice now, before your inactivity leaves the legacy of a desperate
society, the dystopia of a dying world.
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