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The  Queen's  personal  initiative  to  launch  a  major  forest
project is positive - but the failure of UK's governments to
support it raises doubts about their eco-credentials.

April 14, 2018: Huge numbers of white anemones (Anemone nemorosa) smothered woodland
floors as spring developed. As the leaves of the trees shortly fill the woods, the anemones
remain only below ground in their roots. Hartley Bottom, Kent, South East England. 



After  cosy  write-ups  of  the  ITV's  “The  Queen's  Green  Planet”
appeared  in  similar  versions  across  the  media,  our  more  tough
response focusses on the lack of initiative of UK governments.

After the media have spoken and already moved on to the next news, we take a moment to ask what
this  event made by way of contribution to the fight for the global environment. 

The Queen's Green Planet was a documentary from director and producer, Jane Treays and was first
aired on UK television, on ITV Monday, April  16 at 9.00 pm. It followed a project known as the
Queen’s Commonwealth Canopy, which has become a major social role in its own right for both
Prince William and Prince Harry. The QCC was launched at the Commonwealth Heads of Government
Meeting in Malta, in 2015.

Much of the programme focussed on the discussion between the Queen and the veteran naturalist and
TV presenter  David Attenborough  (less well known as Sir David Frederick Attenborough). They are
both 91 years old, with Attenborough born just a few weeks later, so that they are very much of the
same era.

The Commonwealth of  Nations,  succeeded the historical  British Empire.  The  Second World  War
ended in 1945 and the Commonwealth was formed in April 1949, with its head George VI, with his
daughter Elizabeth II, following his death in 1952. This slice of history reached a milestone, when, at
the  the Queen's Commonwealth speech on April 19, 2018, she formally stepped back as leader of this
53 independent states, with some 2.4 billion people. The Queen's  Green Planet, appeared on the
same day that the Commonwealth Heads of Government Meeting London opened (April  16 –  20,
2018), which could not have been a clearer expression of her legacy. 

The newspapers followed a similar course in covering the programme. Among others, the Guardian,
Independent and The Telegraph produced interesting, faithful and useful reports of this unusual TV
opportunity. It was fair homage. It was the spirit of the occasion. The media certainly noted that the
politicians have failed to engage, but it was not their main role to emphasis the lack of political will
to promote forests. 

We recognised it as a dramatic aspect of the programme. We are coming from a different direction,
namely that our concerns are as eco-campaigners. A predictable and sad story re-appears in this
newsletter.  It is obligatory to repeat.  It is endless and frustrating. The powers-that-be, the world's
politicians, all too often, are, as far as the global environment is concerned, guilty of dereliction of
duty. The Queen's  Green Planet, lets be clear, said something not a million miles from our lament,
even if its expression was rather more gentle.

The idea of this project was credited to another veteran, the Member of Parliament for Birkenhead,
Frank Ernest Field, who at age 75, is almost youthful compared with Queen and Attenborough. 

The  Queen  is  constitutionally  unable  to  assert  political  bias  as  a  head  of  state.  However,  the
statement was damning to all parties, Labour, Conservative and Lib-Dem.

Not aggressive, but more losing what he had to had to say through needless politeness, Field stated:
“I tried to get governments to do something to link the rainforests together in the Commonwealth and
nobody was interested at all. Tony Blair, great enthusiasm but nothing happened. Gordon Brown, no
response at all. David Cameron’s coalition government, absolutely hopeless. The Queen jumped at it, I
mean it’s extraordinary. I think she saw it as a way of a new politics for the Commonwealth.”

With such content, the Queen's Green Planet was more than a merely gratuitous feast of royalty,
ministers, faith leaders, or celebrities. Angelina Jolie was out in the field, and when celebrities are
seen to be promoting a cause, this is a tried and trusted method of raising interest.     

Of course, it would not be accurate or fair to imply that the UK's politicians are unaware of nor
involved in such issues as global climate change. In this case, however, they failed to understand
the importance of the task and prevaricated. Climate campaigners, however, have good cause to
keep up their guard.



Seasons in South East England      

February, 2018
Our region is  generally  mild  compared
with the long and deep snow fall during
the winter in the North of England and
Scotland.  This  February,  however,  was
notably  cooler  and  snow  fell  in  South
East England. The photo at top is from
snow on the  trees at New Ash Green at
Kent  on  Feb.  7  and,  left,  snowfall  on
Feb. 11. 

The  UK's  Met  Office  pointed  out  that
every  part  of  the  country  experienced
colder conditions than the normal mean
temperature. For the whole UK, it was
2.4oC, which was 1.3oC lower the 1981-
2010 long-term average. 

The Met Office stated: “This was colder
than February 2013 but not as cold as
February  2010.  Both  maximum  and
minimum  temperatures  were  between
1.0  and  1.5oC  below  average  in  most
areas.” It was cold, but not an extreme. 

England's  mean temperature was 2.7oC,
which  was -1.4oC below normal.  In  our
area  (Met  Office  region  England  SE  &
Central S), it was not the coldest at 2.9oC
(-1.6oC),  but  with  the  UK's  warmest
region - England SW & Wales S - at 3.3oC,
(which was just -1.6oC).



Many  plants  were  growing  again,  among
intermittent snow. Early daffodils were not
unusually  caught  in  snow on  Feb.  7  (New
Ash Green). 

Feb. 12: In the low ground  along Hartley
Bottom,  Kent,  the  Sun  was  sinking  fast
behind  the  western  hills.  Then  final
daylight  was  caught  by  the  leafless
deciduous  trees  in  the  hedgerows  and
woods.

Despite several episodes of snow, February
was actually a more sunshine than normal.
The afternoon of Feb. 15 was bright in the
area around Ash, in Kent. In a small stand of
trees,  the  Arum  maculatum (numerous
names includes arum lily) was emerging and
expanding upwards from the dead leaves of
last years season.

In the church yard of St Peter's and St Paul's,
Galanthus  nivalis  (snow  drops)  are
commonplace in the new year, well before
the Northern Hemisphere's vernal equinox.
winter at this time of year. 

Trees remained bare of leaves, although ivy
remained green during the cool months. The
sky was almost cloudless.

Below:  On  Feb.  16,  in  a  woodland  in
northern  Kent,  a  falling  Sun,  gleaming
through  low  clouds,  court  the  day's  final
hour and a half, and leafless trees. 



Above: A cold day, but clear sky on Feb. 17. A leaf-
less  hedgerow  between  fields  in  the  vicinity  of
West Kingsdown, Kent. On Feb. 24, sunset, Kent.

The UK's Met Office: “On the 4th and 5th south-
eastern  England  experienced  travel  disruption,
with delays and multiple accidents on the M20
and delays to rail services between Hastings and
Eastbourne.”

On four days  between Feb.  8, 10, 12 and 14,
temperatures  were  below  zero,  but  in  every
case,  it  rose  significantly  the  next  day.  Then,
from Feb. 23, to the end of the month, below
zero temperatures prevailed, with deep cold on
Feb. 27 to 28. 

Feb. 17. Early bluebells are beginning to appear in
a wood near West Kingsdown. On Feb. 18, seasonal
crocuses  had  appeared  in  Belair  Park,  South
London.

On Feb. 22, the Sun was falling behind tree cover
in a one-time coppice near Ash, Kent.

Monthly means for SE and central S England. Max. temp.:
6.3oC  (-1.4oC);  min.  temp.:  -0.4oC  (-1.8oC).  Hours  of
sunshine: 115.5 (147%). Rain: 40.9 mm (74%). Anomalies
re. 1981-2010 norm in brackets.  Date obtained from Met
Office  on-line  monthly  reports.  Heathrow  data  from
WeatherOnline.



Above:  An  early  daffodil  on  Feb.  21,
beside the road at Ash, Kent. The comfrey
(Symphytum officinale) in Kemsing, Kent. 

Right:  Feb.  25.  The  white  flowers  of
blackthorn   The  white  flowers  of
blackthorn  (Prusus  spinosa),  willow
catkins  (Salix)  and  stream  at  Sutton-at-
Hone.

Below: Near Farningham, Kent, we see yet
another  leafless,  typical  of  this  time  of
year,  in  another  small  woodland.  Above,
the   half   Moon  peers  down  in  the
afternoon sky.

The  warmest  temperature  from  the  UK
was way out  side in our area,  at Cardiff
Bute Park,  in  Wales'  South Glamorgan.  It
reached  which  14.2oC  on  February  19.
Meanwhile,  in  Heathrow  in  Greater
London,  its  warmest  day  for  its  own
warmest  for  the  month,  namely,  was
around 11.5oC. 

The  UK's  coldest   temperature  for  the
month, was noted at Feb. 28, with -11.7oC
at  South  Farnborough  (Hampshire).  At
Heathrow,  the  month's  lowest  minimum
whose on the same day at about -5.5oC.



Above: A morning snow storm turned daylight
into gloom on Feb. 26. In the early morning
of Feb. 27, when still dark, the Moon (full on
March 2) breaks out of cloud cover. New Ash
Green, Kent.

All the pictures at right are from the area of
Ash,  in  Kent,  during  the afternoon of  Feb.
27,  2018,  where  new  snow  falls  had
occurred. 

On 4 days between Feb. 8, 10, 12 and 14,
temperatures  were  below  zero,  but  in
every  case,  it  rose  significantly  on  the
next day. Then, from Feb. 23 to the end of
the  month,  below  zero  temperatures
prevailed,  with  deep  cold  on  Feb.  27 to
28. It was also very cold on March 1 and
recovered by March 4, around 2oC.

The cold snap, which the media enjoyed
called  “The  Beast  From  the  East,”  was
responsible for the final days of the month
and beginning of March.

The  UK  Met  Office  explained  what
happened: “The 'Beast from the East' is a
phrase  used  to  describe  cold  and  wintry
conditions in the UK as a result of easterly
winds from the near continent.

When  pressure  is  high  over  Scandinavia,
the  UK  tends  to  experience  a  polar
continental air mass.

When this  happens in winter,  cold air is
drawn  in  from  the  Eurasian  landmass
bringing  the  cold  and  wintry  conditions
that give rise to the 'Beast from the East'
moniker.”

The cold was not extreme by the worst of
British standards, but schools,  businesses
and  transport  had  problems  and  many
people felt uncomfortable. 

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/learning/learn-about-the-weather/how-weather-works/air-masses/types
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/learning/learn-about-the-weather/how-weather-works/air-masses/types


February 24 to 25, 2018, were notably the sunniest days in the (Great London) Heathrow data.  On
Feb. 24, limited clouds look down from a blue sky and in the hedgerows and woods around West
Kingsdown, Kent, ivy was the only green in the winter trees. The NASA Aqua satellite saw the UK's
brilliant sunshine on Feb. 25. In Feb. 27 (below), the  approaching anti-cyclone had brought in the
snowy “Beast from the East” had arrived from Siberian.



Global climate: High but not record breaking.  
 

NOAA finds 2018 as the 11th warmest February on record. 
This was, even so, a remarkable month, give that the record began in 1880. The analysis by the
USA's National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration found that: “February 2018 was 0.65°C
(1.17°F) above the 20th century average of 12.1°C (53.9°F).” In every case below, the warmest
February in record was the reset year 2016. All the anomalies quoted below are positive.

For the entire land and oceans together 0.65 ± 0.14oC (11th warmest on record). The oceans were
0.52 ± 0.14oC above the norm (11th  warmest), while the land (1.01 ± 0.11oC above the mean), was its
15th  warmest.

In the N. Hemisphere, the combined land and ocean
temperature was 0.78 ± 0.13oC above the mean (9th

warmest). The oceans were 0.63 ± 0.14oC above the
mean (4th). Meanwhile, temperatures on land in this
hemisphere were 1.02 ± 0.12oC above the norm (18th

warmest). 

In the S. Hemisphere, the combined land and ocean
temperature was 0.52 ± 0.14oC above the mean (12th

warmest). The oceans were 0.44 ± 0.14oC above the
mean  (18th warmest).  Meanwhile,  temperatures  on
land in this hemisphere were 0.97 ± 0.11oC above the
norm (10th warmest). 

Above  right:  A view  of  from  the  Earth  NASA/NOAA
DSCOVR  mission  half  way  through  the  month  on
February 14, 2018 at 11:52:26 GMT.

Source:  NOAA National  Climatic  Data  Center,  State  of  the
Climate: Global  Analysis for February 2018. Published online.
Data is provisional.

. . .  but the NASA GISS estimate gave February as the 6th warmest on record.

 
Using a different 
methodology for   
converting weather 
systems of around 
6,300 meteorological
stations around the 
world, NASA GISS 
produces  a similar 
but difference set of 
answers to NOAA. In 
both  converts, the 
record extends from 
1880.

Scientists are 
working at the NASA 
Goddard Institute for
Space Studies (GISS),
which is operated 
from New York, USA.



                                                                                                                                                   

Above: February 27, 2018. A low afternoon Sun would soon fall. In a perfect horizon, the Sun
would have crossed the horizon within about three quarters of an hour. Shortly, however, it
would have been lost below the trees. Snow had smothered a former coppice. Ash, Kent,
South East England. 

 

Prime Meridian is published by the Ecospheres Project, a trans-Atlantic research and
media collaboration. It follows global environmental issues alongside the cycle of the
seasons in South East England. It steps back to look at the Earth in its astronomical
context and it pursues the search for other habitable worlds.

Editor: Martin Heath. 

Editorial assistance: Penelope Stanford, Laurance Doyle & Lienkie Diedericks.

During the last few months, the Ecospheres Project has enjoyed several discussions about 
potential collaborations. Our thanks to Veronica Mariquoe, Felipe Matias Salamanca Picón, 
Laura Elworthy and Elizabeth Gornall. 
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