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July 15, 2018 was almost  cloudless  and over 30oC in South East
England. Meanwhile, the Arctic Ocean brings the expected news of
a warming climate. Sea ice is  well-down from previous decades,
however, but not the smallest seen in recent years.

In the meadow at Northfield, near New Ash Green, Kent, the wild flowers follow their
changes during the passing of the seasons. At this time of year, it was the yellow of the
ragworts, native from northern Eurasia, whose colour dominated amongst the brown and
white grasses of the hot days of summer.  



2018 began as a record breaking year for the area of the Arctic's sea ice, but
didn't continue. Also, the volume hadn't shrunken to record depths.

The chart about was from the USA's National Snow and Ice Data Center, which explores “extent.”
This is the area of which floating ice occupies at least 15%. The Arctic's floating sea ice has had a few
episodes during 2018, when it has lower than that of other years, particularly from parts of January,
through February and into March. Generally, however, it has remained  near the lowest years, but
not a record breaker. The chart below was from the sea ice volume is calculated using the Pan-Arctic
Ice Ocean Modeling and Assimilation System (or PIOMAS). This is run by the Polar Science Center at
the University of Washington, USA. Volume was low, but not the lowest ever. 



Seasons in South East England                                                                                      

May 2018
This was the second warmest May since the series began in 1910. For the UK as a whole the mean
temperature was 12.1oC (1.7oC warmer than the 1981-2010 norm). In England, the mean was warmer
at  13.0oC (1.7oC above the norm).  Our  region,  the Met Office's  SE & Central  S  England,  was the
warmest region of the UK at 13.7oC (1.8oC above in norm). The coldest temperature of May was -4.6oC
(in  Aboyne,  Aberdeenshire,  Scotland)  on  May  1.  This  was  also  the  coldest  day  in  our  region  at
Heathrow in Greater London, but not falling as low as 2oC. 

Above: Oil seed at Ash, Kent. Tracks were puddled and many trees are yet without leaves. May 4, 2018. Below:
Field of wheat and a recent rainfall (May 1) at Green Street Green at Kent, England. A European common frog
(Rana temporaria)  in a wet garden on May 6, at New Ash Green, Kent. 



Above: On May 2, the Sun set
on  a  puddled  lane  between
fields at Bean, Kent.

At Heathrow (Greater London)
the rainiest  days were May 2
(3 mm),  May 4 (4 mm), May
12 (9 mm) and May 26 (9 mm).

At New Ash Green in Kent, the
evening of May 26 turned into
a  massive  lightning  outbreak
that continued until the hours
of May 27. 

On May 29, there was thunder
around  London  and  flooding
and lightning at road and rail
and  flights  were  delayed  at
airports Gatwick and Stansted.

The UK's warmest temperature
was 28.7oC, at  experienced at
Northolt  in  Greater  London
(May  7).  There  was  a  similar
maximum  temperature for May
at Heathrow on May 9. 

Left:  Bugle  (Ajuga reptans)  at
the  paths  in  Beacon  Wood,
Bean, Kent. May 4.



On  May  6,  NASA's  Aqua  satellite  took  a  view  of  a
cloudless  day  across  South  East  England.  NASA
described “a fresh flush of green was visible as the
NASA’s Aqua satellite passed over Europe”. 

Taken  with  the  Aqua  satellite's  Moderate  Resolution  Imaging
Spectroradiometer (MODIS) unit. 

The brilliant  white  flowers  of
common hawthorn (Crataegus
monogyna)  at  Ash,  Kent.  The
cloudless sky on May 6, 2018.



About  and  right:  Flowering
apple trees in the orchard at
New Ash Green, Kent. May 7.
Below: Leaves were coming to
life in the woodlands around
Farningham, Kent. May 14. 

Monthly  means  for  SE and central  S
England. Max. temp.: 19.4oC (2.7oC);
min.  temp.:  8.2oC  (0.9oC).  Hours  of
sunshine:  269.3  (134%).  Rain:  56.4
mm (103%). Anomalies re. 1981-2010
norm in brackets. Data obtained from
Met  Office  on-line  monthly  reports.
Heathrow  data  is  obtained  from
WeatherOnline.



Above:  May  18  Common  hawthorn  at  Green  Street
Green. Below left: Hawthorn again on Northfield, New
Ash Green, Kent. Northfield. May 19.  In Ash Kent, on a
misty  morning  at  around  05:10,  May  21.  Along  a
hedgerow,  was  white  cow  parsley  (Anthriscus
sylvestris) and blue comfrey (Symphytum officinale).
Right: May 26. Roses (Rosa canina) beside Northfield.



 
The  cloudless  sky  on  May  26,
2018. Looking across the grassy
areas and woods at Northfield,
New Ash Green, the afternoon
Sun  shone  down  from  a  sky
with few clouds. Not long after
sunset, clouds  built  up and a
thunderstorm  followed  and  it
continued into the hours of the
next  day.  May 29:  Puddles  on
the lower road along Fawkham,
Kent.  In the woods at Hartley
Botton,  anemones  (Anemone
nemorosa)  have  lost  their
flowers,  but  leaves  remain on
the woodland floor.



Global climate: May 2018 was another warm month.
The USA's National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration has stated that May 2018 was
the 5th warmest May on record (from 1880). It's global temperature was 0.80°C above the
20th Century average of 14.8°C. 

Global temperate: land and ocean +0.80 ± 0.13oC (4th

after warmest 2016 + 0.88oC ); ocean +0.66 ± 0.14oC
(4th after warmest 2016 0.77oC); land +1.14 ± 0.12oC
(7th after warmest 2012 +1.27oC).  

North Hemisphere: land and ocean +0.92 ± 0.13oC (3rd

after warmest 2015 +1.02oC ); ocean +0.74 ± 0.14oC
(4th after warmest 2015, 2016 0.85oC); land +1.22 ±
0.11oC (4th after warmest 2012 +1.50oC). 

South Hemisphere: land and ocean +0.66 ± 0.14 (6th

after warmest 2016 +0.77oC ); ocean +0.60 ± 0.15 (6th

after warmest 2016 0.71oC ); land +0.93 ± 0.14 (10th

after warmest 2014 +1.27oC).

Source:  NOAA National Climatic Data Center, State of the
Climate:  Global  Analysis  for  May 2018.  Published online.
Data is provisional.  All the anomalies quoted are positive. 

 

Above left:  May 6, 2018. This picture was taken on the same day (page 5) as NASA's Aqua satellite
took in sunny conditions over England. 11:31:10 GMT.

The NASA Goddard Institute  for  Space Studies  (GISS),  uses  a  different  method to
estimate global climate, but, in this case: “May 2018 is the fourth warmest May and
the period March-April-May is the third warmest Northern Hemisphere spring in 138
years of modern record-keeping”.
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During  the  last  few  months,  the  Ecospheres
Project  has  enjoyed  several  discussions  about
potential collaborations. Our thanks to Veronica
Mariquoe, Felipe Matias Salamanca Picón, Laura
Elworthy and Elizabeth Gornall. Vinnie  O'Connel
and Helen O'Connel

Email: 
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Website:
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Prime  Meridian  is  a  not-for-profit
publication.  This  newsletter  may  be
copied  and  distributed  freely  by  any
organisation that  is  engaged in  raising
awareness  of  environmental  issues  or
for general educational purposes.

Right:  On  May  26,  thunder  and
lightning continued for many hours,
often  partly  hidden  behind  clouds.
The  storm  abated  before  sunrise.
New Ash Green, Kent, England. 


