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Climate change: 2019 saw the world's
second warmest August on record and the
UK set records on some days.

In the UK, the late August bank holiday was the hottest recorded. On
August 27, after the harvest, uncollected bales waited in fields beneath
a cloudless sky. Hartley Bottom, Kent, England.

Seasons in South East England

AUGUST 2019
Hottest late August Bank Holiday on record.
The mean temperature for the whole of the UK was 15.8 oC (0.9oC) above the 19812010 average. For England it was 17.0 oC (0.9oC) and our region, SE & Central S, was
the second warmest in the UK; 17.5 oC 1.3oC. The warmest region was East Anglia
18.3oC (1.2oC).
Above: A shield bug climbed the outside of a window after rain. New Ash Green. August 7, 2019.

The Met Office reported: “The first three weeks of August were dominated mostly by bright showery
weather, and after a relatively quiet start to the month, deep depressions brought wet and windy
weather on the 9th/10th, 14th and 16th. A hot spell developed from the 21st to 27th, setting new
record high temperatures for the Bank Holiday weekend. The weather turned cooler and more
unsettled again from the 28th.”
Above: Umbels, long past flower. Roadside. New Ash Green. August 1. The Sun has to reach the floor of an old
coppice (Hartley Bottom, Kent) through summer leaves and the edge of the wood. Dog's mercury is widespread
on the ground. August 6. Below: Berries developing on elders, August 13. Hill at Hartley, Kent.

Left: Wheat field on the hill at Hartley, Kent.
August 13.
Above: The Full Moon of August 15, appeared
through clouds. New Ash Green, Kent. A reddish
corona in the clouds is caused by Moonlight being
diffracted (usually) by water droplets.
Below: Great willow herb (Epilobium hirsutum)
in the damper area in Belair Park, South London.
On August 25, some of its flowers remained, but
many had now produced seed plumes,

Above left: In the final days before the harvest, the Sun beams down on wheat on the hill at
Hartley, Kent. August 20; right: Cuckoo-pint Lords-and-ladies (Arum maculatum) spikes of
red berries August 24. Hartley Bottom. Kent.

The UK's coldest August temperature, 2.0 oC, was recorded at Katesbridge (County
Down, Northern Ireland) on August 13.
On the other hand, S. E. England received the UK's warmest August temperatures.
The Met Office announced: “Heathrow (London) reached 33.3 oC on the 25th, 33.2oC
on the 26th and 33.4oC on the 27th, setting a new record high for the late August
bank holiday.”
Monthly means for SE and central S England. Max. temp.: 22.6 oC (0,8oC); min. temp.: 12.4oC (0.3oC). Hours of
sunshine: 226 (111 %). Rain: 50.5 mm (88%). Anomalies re. 1981-2010 norm in brackets. Date obtained from Met
Office on-line monthly reports. https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/climate/uk/summaries/2019/july/regional-values

On August 24, wheat was being
harvested on the fields in Ash,
Kent.
Combine harvesters were at out
at work. In modern times, clouds
of dust following their trails are
a familiar event during harvest
time.
A tractor lifts bales which were
being collected on trailers for
removal.

Above: In places, piles of grain had been left behind after the harvest in the fields of Ash Kent.
August 26.
Below: A field on the hills in the vicinity of West Kingsdown, Kent has been converted into a
vineyard. August 25, 2019.
Information from the UK Met Office:

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-data/summaries/index

Global climate: 2019 was the second warmest August on record.
According to USA's National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration: “The combined global
land and ocean surface temperature for August 2019 was 0.92 oC . . . above the 20th century
average of 15.6oC . . . and tied with 2015 and 2017 as the second highest August
temperature departure from average since global records began in 1880. This value is 0.06 oC
. . . less than the record warm August set in 2016. Nine of the 10 highest August land and
ocean surface temperatures have occurred since 2009, with the five warmest Augusts
occurring since 2014. August 1998 is the only August from the 20th century to be among the
10 warmest Augusts on record.”
Source: NOAA National Climatic Data Center, State of the Climate: Global Analysis for August 2019.
Published online. Data is provisional. All the anomalies quoted are positive.
Readers can obtain further information from NOAA: https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/global/201908
Source: NOAA National Climatic Data Center, State of the Climate: Global Analysis for August 2019.
Published online. Data is provisional. All the anomalies quoted are positive. Readers can obtain
further information from NOAA: https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/global/201907

What can you do? This newsletter cites data from the UK's Met Office and
USA's NOAA and provides information on their websites. You can play a
part in mass protest by emailing your Councillors, Members of Parliament
and others, sending them details of these websites and papers in
scientific papers. The world needs you. Don't accept reassuring “greenwash,” but demand details of effective action on meaningful timescales –
and keep the pressure up in the years to come.

Below: Tractor at work in a field above Hartley Bottom. Kent. August 26, 2019.

Above: On August 23, 2019, the colours of the hedgerows had changed over the
summer and the red berries of the common hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) were
prominent on the hill at Hartley, Kent. Next page: Along a narrow hedgerow at
Hartley Bottom, the Sun caught the white flowers of traveller’s joy, old man's beard,
(Clematis vitalba), but most of them had already turned to fluffy seeds.

Prime Meridian.
Prime Meridian is published by the Ecospheres Project, a research and media collaboration. It follows
global environmental issues alongside the cycle of the seasons in South East England. It steps back to
look at the Earth in its astronomical context and it pursues the search for other habitable worlds.

Editor: Dr Martin J. Heath. Editorial assistance: Penelope Stanford and Dr
Laurance R. Doyle.
Collaboration associates: Kelly ben-Maimon, Palash Dave, Lienkie Diedericks, Laura Elworthy,
Elizabeth Gornall, Shaheen Komatsu and Veronica Mariquoe.

Email: prime-meridian01@hotmail.com
Website: www.ecospheresproject.org
Prime Meridian is a not-for-profit publication. This newsletter may be copied and distributed
freely by any organisation engaged in raising awareness of environmental issues or for general
educational purposes. Images in Prime Meridian are from M. J. Heath unless otherwise specified.
© M. J. Heath

