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How to save the Planet: Extinction
Rebellion and beyond.



Above:  The  Extinction  Rebellion  attracts  all  age  groups,  but  with  a  substantial  youthful
contingent.  The  ethos  is  non-violent,  it  stresses  the  understanding  of  science  and  it
emphasises the necessity of individuals taking responsibility for the planet. October 7, 2019,
London.

The impact of Extinction Rebellion.

Extinction Rebellion is a social phenomenon that is making the news day after day. It is
raising, dramatically, the public awareness of our species' self-inflicted threats to the Earth –
and the urgent necessity of taking definitive action. 

In this issue, we give a flavour of its activities in three days in London, from summer to
autumn 2019. It would be impossible to deny the sense of genuine love for our home planet
among those participating in Extinction Rebellion events and the pictures we present here
make that clear. It would be impossible also to recognise the fact that Extinction Rebellion
has become (just a year old) a very effective campaign. 

Needless to say, we must not be naïve. Even if there existed a world-wide political will, it
would be an immense undertaking to safeguard human communities around our planet in the
event of a rapid, global transition to a civilisation that is no longer producing human  CO2

emissions (among numerous other forms of harm to nature). In reality, powerful nations -
such as China and India – are geared up to construct many new coal-fired power stations, not
reducing carbon dioxide output.   

Successful  as  it  has been,  Extinction Rebellion,  could not,  by  itself,  turn the tide on a
looming  global  catastrophe. This  task can only  be  accomplished through the capacity  of
immense  numbers  of  organisations  –  within  every  sphere  of  human  activity  -  including
scientific, humanitarian, social, economic, faith groups and political. 



Of course, there have been arguments in the media about its politics and methods. However,
the importance of Extinction Rebellion is that it has raised the bar and created a public
expectation  of  strong  and  determined  action.  By  doing  so,  it  has  re-defined  what  an
ecology/climate campaign should look like.

What is the implication for other eco-orientated organisations?  The Ecospheres Project is a
collaboration  for  research & education.  Our  researchers  are focused on ecosystems and
Earth  history  in  relation  to  the  search  for  other  habitable  planets.  To  promote  public
understanding of human-driven global change, its impacts and action to minimize threats to
natural systems and human communities.

Public  awareness  of  ecology,  it  appears,  has  never  been  greater.  Not  only  Extinction
Rebellion, but the UK's mainstream media are promoting powerful images of potential global
disaster.  This  is  a  rising  tide  and  organisations  such  as  ours  should  recognise  the
potentialities  of  the  hour.  take  bold  action,  and  play  the  most  effective  contributions
possible defending our planet and civilisation.

 
Editor: Martin Heath.

   



July 15, 2019. Protestors marched from the Royal Courts of Justice in the Strand, occupied
Waterloo Bridge and entered South London. A giant dodo was one of the inventive pieces of
artwork seen among the demonstrations.   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                











September 20, 2019. Supporters of
a school  strike,  and older  climate
activists,  collected  in  Whitehall,
close to 10 Downing Street, home
of  the  UK's  Prime  Minister.  The
concept  began  in  2018,  when
Swedish school girl Greta Thunberg
started a strike that spread to over
70 countries. What is the point of
education,  it  argues,  unless  the
politicians act to avoid global self-
destruction.  







October  7,  2019.  The  climate  protestors
extended from Whitehall to Trafalgar Square.
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Below: In the hills around Hartley, Kent, the harvest is long over and short stubble
remains the fields. By October 10, 2019, the colours of autumn were beginning to
appear in the trees, but their leaves had yet to fall. 


