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Earth Crisis: The heat is climbing. Climate scientists estimated that
April 2020 was the 2nd warmest April in a record dating from 1880.

Below: A queen wasp explored the potential for creating a nest.  Ash, Kent England. April 21, 2020. 



Seasons in South East England

April 2020

April 2020 was sunny, warm and rather dry in our region.

This is a month when spring flowers emerged before many trees can put out leaves. Above: 
Bright blue skies April 3 Dartford Heath, Kent white flowers of black thorn (Prunus spinosa) 
an the yellow of gorse (Ulex europaeus). Below: April 4, looking down of Hartley Bottom. 
Above cherry trees  A waxing Moon could be seen beyond the cherry.

discussions about



                                                    
We were warmest in the UK.

Our region was both the sunniest and
the warmest in the UK. The Met Office
said, provisionally, that the UK's mean
temperature was 9.1oC. This was 1.7oC
above  the  1981-2010  average.  The
mean  for  England  was  10.2oC,  2.0oC
above the norm. Our region (the Met
Office's England SE & Central S) had the
warmest  mean of  10.9oC –  which was
2.2oC above the norm. 

The highest monthly maximum for the
UK,  was  also  found  in  our  region,
16.8oC, which was 3.5oC for the 1981-
2010, but this was no less than 4.5oC
higher than 1961 to 1990 average. 

Neither of the warmest and coolest were
recorded  in  our  region,  but  rather  the
warmest 26.0 oC,  was  at  Treknow,
Cornwall,  England  on  April  10.  The
coldest,  -6.9oC, Aboyne,  Aberdeenshire,
Scotland, was recorded on April 19.

April 10. Left: The Sun rises on April 10 among
leafless street trees at New Ash Green.  Below:
Yellow fields of oil-seed at Ash and ivy is the
greenest  thing in sight.     

 



 

Early April skies. 

Venus and the stars. Top left: Venus, our closest planetary
neighbour, was a brilliant evening star during the early months of
2020.   On April  2,  Venus  was  approaching  the  Pleiades,  a star
cluster less than 100 million years old. It lies an estimated 444 light
years away  (arXiv:astro-ph/0409362). Centre: To the right we see
Venus  crossing the Pleiades on April 4. To the left is the bright
red giant Aldebaran, about 63.5 light years distant. It is only about
1.16 times the mass of our Sun, but, unlike our Sun, it has already
evolved into a huge red giant.   It  may be  6.4 thousand million
years old  (Farr, W. M.  et al.,  2018. arxiv.org/abs/1802.09812) –
compared with the age of our Sun 4.57 Gyr (Bonanno, A.  et al.,
2002.  arXiv:astro-ph/02043318).  Aldebaran  and  the  brightest
members of the Hyades star cluster, 153 light years away from us
and  it formed  625 million years ago – must younger than the 4.55
billion  year  age  of  the  Earth  (Perryman,  M.  A.  C.  et  al. 1997
arXiv:astro-ph/9707253). 

The waxing Moon. Top right: The waxing Moon was seen in the afternoon on April 3, in Ash Kent. Lower
right: On the evening of April 7, with the Moon headed towards Full in the morning next day. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/ArXiv_(identifier)
https://arxiv.org/abs/astro-ph/0409362


It was a sunny Easter Day on April  12, but
without  the  age-old  tradition  of  morning
church  services,  due  to  lock  down  due  to
the pandemic. Top: Cherries were flowering
under a blue sky beside Ash Road, New Ash
Green, Kent. Centre right: The leaves of oak
were  unfurling  beside  the  cherries  beside
the road.

Left:  Bluebells  (Hyacinthoides  non-scripta)
are  a  familiar  spring  flower  in  English
woodland. Ash, Kent on April 4, 2020.

)



Wood  anemones  (Anemone
nemorosa)  St  Peter and St
Paul  church  yard,  Ash,
Kent. April 9, 2020.

Below: There could be seen
numerous  wildflowers  had
appeared  in the woods in
Ash. Looking down towards
Hartley  Bottom.  April  15,
2020.

These included blue flowers
of bluebells (Hyacinthoides
non-scripta), the yellow of
lesser  celendine  (Ficaria
verna),  the  white  wood
anemones, and the growing
green  leaves  of  lords  and
ladies (Arum maculatum).



Monthly means for SE and central
S  England.  Max.  temp.:  16.8oC
(3.5oC); min. temp.: 5.0oC (0.8oC).
Hours of sunshine: 256.9 (151%).
Rain:  47.7 mm (89%).  Anomalies
re. 1981-2010 norm in brackets.
Date obtained from Met Office on-
line monthly reports. 

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/res
earch/climate/maps-and-
data/regional-values 

April 18. As bluebells were out in
the woods at Ridley, above the hill
over  Hartley Bottom, Kent, many
trees were opening their leaves.

Top:  The  leaves  of  the  common
beech (Fagus sylvatica).

Centre: The flowers of hawthorn
(Crataegus monogyna), otherwise
known as may.

Below: April 27, 2020. Wood near
West Kingsdown, Kent. Among the
bluebells,  were seen the flowers
of  yellow  archangel  (Lamium
galeobdolon). 

were emerging. 

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-data/regional-values
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-data/regional-values
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-data/regional-values


Bluebells in Ash, Kent above Hartley Bottom. April l9. Bluebells and large greater
stitchwort (Stellaria holostea) were catching the Sun in a broad hedgerow, before
the greening and expanding leaves of whose trees had covered the woodland floor. 



Above and right: The April afternoon
sunshine reaches the woodland floor
between  the  trees.  Early  purple
orchids  (Orchis  mascula)  had
flowered in  the woods  around Ash,
Kent

Below: April 24, 2020. An orange tip
butterfly  (Anthocharis  cardamines
britannica). Ash, Kent.



April

April saw well known butterflies out in
profusion around the fields of Ash and
Hartley Bottom,  Kent. 

Above  left:  A  comma  (Polygonia  c-
album) had settled on a flint in a field. 

Above right:  A peacock (Aglais io) sat
on oil seed.

Centre left: A small tortoise shell (Aglais
urticae)) on the flinty ground.

Below:  A  peacock  has  settled  on  the
flowers of blackthorn (Prunus spinosa).



Late April skies. 

Orion was being lost as an evening constellation.  Orion was low to the west in the evening
skies after sunset. The brightest star at the top was  the red giant Betelgeuse, which could be as bloated as 890
times as diameter and 126,000 times as luminous as the Sun (Dolan, M. M. et al. 2016. arXiv:1406.3143[astro-
ph.SR]). It lies, perhaps, 700 light years. The other bright stars, including the Belt are blue giants, The bright
Rigel has already sunken  below the leafless tree tops (but might just be glimpsed here – look very closely), April
19. Ash, Kent.

Moon and Venus.  An early waxing Moon with Earthshine, beneath Venus on April 25.  New Ash Green Kent.



Left: Flowers of the wayfaring-tree
(Viburnum lantana).  Centre  right:
Hawthorn  (Crataegus  monogyna).
April  27,  2020,  West  Kingsdown,
Kent.

Below: Rain on April  30, 2020, at
New Ash Green. Kent.



Global climate: April 2020 was the world's second warmest April on record.

The record began in 1880. Data from the
USA's  National  Oceanic  and Atmospheric
Administration  indicate  that  although
““Averaged as  a  whole,  the global  land
and ocean surface temperature for April
2020  was  1.06oC  .  .  .  above  the  20th
century average of 13.7oC . .  .  and the
second highest April  temperature in the
141-year  record.  Only  April  2016  was
warmer  at  +1.13oC  .  .  ..  The  eight
warmest Aprils have occurred since 2010.
April 2016 and 2020 were the only Aprils
that had a global land and ocean surface
temperature departure above 1.0°C . . ..
The  April  2020  value  is  also  tied  with
December  2019  as  the  11th  highest
monthly  temperature  departure  in  the
1,684-monthly  record.  April  2020  also
marked  the  44th  consecutive  April  and
the  424th  consecutive  month  with
temperatures,  at  least  nominally,  above
the 20th century average.”  

Data  is  provisional.  All  the  anomalies  quoted  are  positive.
Check out NOAA data on:

https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/global/202004

Above: This image of our home planet was taken by the NASA/NOAA Deep Space Climate Observatory
space craft on the annual Earth Day, April 22, which was also the 50th event. 11:06:07 GMT.

Below: In Ash, Kent, hedgerows between fields were greening on April 4, 2020. The afternoon Moon was
well towards full on April 8.



 
Above: By April 15, 2020, about a week and a half later than that on the previous page, the greening was
much further underway. Ash, Kent, England. 
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