
Natural colour image of smoke extending from California on August 20, 2020. This was taken from the 
Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellite 17 (GOES-17) constructed by NASA and operated by 
NOAA.
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“We are fine here - we had an evacuation alert here but the order never came through."

Fire threatened Bodega Bay, California.
Following news reports,  we had anxious  times waiting for  the facts.  We allowed
ourselves a sigh of relief as our colleague, astrophysist Laurance R. Doyle, a world
leader in the search for other earths – and dedicated eco-campaigner, was safe.

Natural colour image of smoke extending from California on August 20, 2020. This was taken from the Geostationary 
Operational Environmental Satellite 17 (GOES-17) constructed by NASA and operated by NOAA.



The news, often distant and
detached, became personal.
California  fires  potentially
threatened a friend;  Bodega
Bay,  is  60  km  NW  of  San
Francisco.  

Fire is a natural and regular
aspect of California's ecology
–  but  extreme  climate  has
increased  the  hazard  to
human communities. 

In  Death  Valley,  August  16,
2020  saw  what  appears  to
have been the world's highest
temperature. 54.4oC – a global
record temperature.

Those  of  us  who  research  and
campaign  for  the  living  Earth,
must  recognise  that  we  must
operate in a complex world.

In this newsletter, we have insisted
on  referring  to  an  Earth  Crisis,
rather  than  to  a  Climate  Crisis,
because  the  self-inflicted  crisis
caused  by  our  species  is  complex
and all  of its aspects interact with
each other. 

It is necessary to take into account
also  all  of  the  advantages  of
civilisation  and  of  its  potential
possibilities  for  minimising  damage
or restoring the natural life support
systems  upon  which  we  depend.
There  may  be  also  technological
advances  that  we  have  not  yet
envisaged  and  cannot  yet  be
brought  into  the  equation.  There
will  be no simple “fixes,” be they
from ecology, climate, technological
or political.

In  this  issue,  we  remind  ourselves  of
the seasons during July 2020. Globally,
this was the second warmest July in a
record extending back to 1880.

Centre  left:  Volucella  zonaria  is  a  hoverfly
known as a mimic of the European hornet Vespa
crabro. Garden, Ash, Kent. Photo from Ashleigh
Wise. July 29, 2020. 

Below left:  Meadow brown (Maniola jurtina) on
a path between crops in a field at  Ash, Kent.
July 22, 2020.
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This  was  a  cool  month,
but  with a heatwave on
its final day. 
Looking  beyond  a  vineyard  (West
Kingsdown, Kent), towards the area
of Canary Wharf, London (some 23
km  away).  It  lies  beneath  rain
clouds. July  8, 2020.



Above: On the first day of the month. Looking across the vineyard at West 
Kingsdown, Kent. 

Below: New Ash Green, Kent. Red fruit of rowan (Sorbus aucuparia). July 4, 2020. 



Above:  By  June  28,  2020,  one  could
only  wonder  how  long  this  extensive
limb of an ash (Fraxinus excelsior) tree
could survive in intense winds.

Left and below: By July 3, the limb had
fallen and work was already under way
to clear debris.  Fields at Ash, Kent. 



Above: Green barley blowing in the wind in a field at Hartley, Kent. July 5.

Below: Field of oil seed at Ash, Kent. July 5, 2020.   



 
Above:  A young blackbird that was calling from
an  apple  tree.  July  20,  2020.  Back  garden at
Ash, Kent.

Left: July 15, 2020. A green Arum maculatum in
woodland at New Ash Green, Kent. 

Photographs from Ashleigh Wise.

This month was below the 1981-2010 long
term  average.  The  provisional  UK  mean
temperature  was  14.3oC,  which  is  -0.8oC
cooler than the norm. To the south of the
UK, the mean for England was 15.6oC (-6oC),
while  our  region,  England SE  & Central  S,
was the second warmest part of the UK at
16.7oC (-0.4oC). Warmest was in East Anglia
at 16.9oC (-0.3oC), also cooler than normal.

The UK's  coldest  day,  July  8,  experienced
-0.6oC,  at  Kinbrace  (Sutherland,  Scotland),
The warmest, 37.8oC, took place on July 31,
at Heathrow (London).



Photographs from Ashleigh Wise. 

Left:  Coenagrion  puella,  the  azure
damselfly, 5th  July  2020  (Theberton,
Suffolk). 

Below  right:  The  comma  butterfly
(Polygonia  c-album).  Garden  in  Ash,
Kent. July 26.

Below:  The  common  blue  butterfly
(Polyommatus icarus) in the grass. Back
garden at Ash, Kent. July 21, 2020.



Above and below: July 21, 2020. Muck spreading after the harvest of oil seed. Fields at Ash, Kent.

Monthly means for SE and central S England. Max. temp.: 21.7OC. (-0.3oC); min. 
temp.: 11.7oC (-0.25C). Hours of sunshine: 209.5 (97%). Rain: 36.6 mm (71%). 
Anomalies re. 1981-2010 norm in brackets. Date obtained from Met Office online 
monthly reports.

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-data/regional-values 

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-data/regional-values


 

Above:  New  Ash  Green,  Kent.  Wayfaring  tree
(Viburnum lantana).  The red fruit will  turning
black  before  too  long.  The  brambles  (Rubus
fruticosus) were also turning from red to black.
July 30, 2020.

Right: July 30, 2020. In woodland down the hill
between  Hartley  and  Fawkham,  Kent,  Arum
maculatum had turned from green to red. 

Below:  In  a  hedgerow at  Ash,  Kent,  brambles
were developing with the flowers of traveller's
joy (Clematis vitalba). July 23, 2020. 



Full Moon of evening July 9, 2020.                   Waning Moon after sunrise, July 12.

                                                                                                                                     

Above: The waxing Moon before dawn on July 18, with Earthshine on the night side and the bright star
Alnath (β Tauri) above. Venus at centre, with Aldebaran, the brightest star of Taurus, to the right.

Right: The Moon is waxing                                                                                                                       
again on July 28.



Global climate: July 2020 was the 2nd  warmest in a record since 1880.

The USA's  NOAA National  Oceanic  and
Atmospheric Administration stated in its
Global Climate Report  - July 2020

“The July 2020 global land and ocean
surface  temperature  of  0.92oC  .  .  .
above  the  20th  century  average  tied
with  2016 as  the  second  highest  July
global temperature since records began
in 1880. This value was only 0.01oC . . .
shy  of  tying  the  record  warm July  of
2019.  July  2020  was  the  44th
consecutive  July  and  the  427th
consecutive month with temperatures,
at  least  nominally,  above  the  20th
century  average.  Nine  of  the  10
warmest Julys on record have occurred
since 2010. The six  warmest  Julys on
record have occurred since 2015. ”
                                                               
Data is provisional. All the anomalies quoted are 
positive. Check out NOAA data on: 
https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/global/202007

Right: Britain was smothered by clouds on July 8, 2020, at  11:12:27 UT.  The image was taken by the 
Deep Space Climate Observatory space craft (NASA/NOAA), using its EPIC (Earth Polychromatic Imaging 
Camera) system.

Below: July 31, 2020.  North Field at New Ash Green, Kent.  Red berries  of hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna).
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Below: A wood at Ash, Kent. Oil seed has been cut and barley remains standing.  July 22, 2020.
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