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Over half way through the year, the global message has
been clear; though no month has been a record breaker.
January was the 7th warmest, February the 16th, March the 8th, April the 9th,
May the 6th- and June the 5th warmest month in a record dating back 142 years.

Taking a longer view, however, every month in 2021 has
been significantly warmer than back in 1880.

In this issue, we also take a look at some of June's
wildlife out and about in Kent, England.
The picture below begins our tour of June with its first day. NASA said: “The
sun's glint beams across the English Channel and the North Sea in between
southern England and the coasts of France, Belgium and The Netherlands, in
this photograph from the International Space Station as it orbited 263 miles
above.”
https://www.nasa.gov/image-feature/the-suns-glint-beams-across-the-english-channel-and-the-north-sea

The Northern Hemisphere's Summer Solstice: June 21, 2021.
The annual celebration at Stonehenge was officially cancelled due to COVID-19 restrictions, but the
BBC estimated that hundreds of people turned up regardless, defying the security team. This picture
above came from the EPIC (Earth Polychromatic Imaging Camera) system aboard the DSCCOVR (Deep
Space Climate Observatory) space craft (NASA/NOAA) at 14:00:44 UTC.

Global climate: The 5th warmest June in the 142 year record.
NOAA (USA's National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration): “The June 2021 global surface
temperature was the fifth highest for June in the 142-year record at 0.88°C (1.58°F) above the 20th
century average. Only Junes of 2015 (fourth warmest), 2016 (second warmest), 2019 (warmest), and 2020
(third warmest) were warmer and had a global temperature departure above +0.90°C (+1.62°F). Nine of
the 10 warmest Junes have occurred since 2010. June 1998 is the only June from the previous century
among the 10 warmest Junes on record, and currently ranks as the tenth warmest June on record. June
2021 also marked the 45th consecutive June and the 438-consecutive month with temperatures, at least
nominally, above the 20th century average.”
Data provisional. NOAA data from: https://www.ncdcnoaa.gov/sotc/global/202106

Seasons in South East England

June 2021
This was a wet month, with 172% rain.
The UK Met Office reported: “The provisional UK mean temperature was 14.2oC, which is 1.2oC
above the 1981-2010 long-term average. England 15.3oC with 1.3oC above the norm. Our region
(England SE & Central S) had the UK's second warmest mean temperature at 16.1oC, which was
1.3oC above the norm. East Anglia was the warmest at 16.2 oC (1.5oC above the norm).” The UK's
warmest day 29.7oC was on June 14, recorded at Teddington Bushy Park (Greater London). The
coldest day during June, 2021 was -2.4 oC at Altnaharra in Sutherland, Scotland.
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-data/summaries/index

Monthly means for SE and central S England (anomalies re. 1981-2010 norm in brackets). Max
temp: 20.5oC (1.1oC); min temp: 11.5oC (1.4oC). Hours of sunshine: 193.7 (96%). Rain: 87.8
mm (172%). Date was obtained from the Met Office on-line monthly reports.
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/research/climate/maps-and-data/regional-values

Below: June 1, 2021. Seasonal wild flowers had been seeded in a lawn at New Ash Green,
Kent.

Left: On the first day of the month, bluebells continued in
flower in the woodland at Dry Hill, Kent. The native version
is Hyacinthoides non-scripta, but there are widespread
hybrids with Spanish bluebells.
Below: Yellow flag (Iris pseudacorus) had bloomed in a pond
at Otford, Kent.
The next two pages: June saw a bizarre infestation of webs
with the caterpillars of the spindle ermine moth
Yponomeuta cagnagella on spindle ((Euonymus europaeus),
in Beacon wood at Bean, Kent.
They pose no threat to people and none to the plants which
they occupy. They can strip plants bare, while they are
feeding, but these recover.

June 8, 2021. New Ash Green. A hawthorn ( Crataegus monogyna), which has finished
flowering, was flanked by two elders (Sambucus nigra) with their vivid white flowers.

June 8, 2021, near Green Street Green, Kent. A young fox ( Vulpes vulpes) was watching a
red-legged partridge (Alectoris rufa).

Wheat field near West Kingsdown, Kent. June 25, 2021.

Goodyear airship under a cloudy sky
above Brands Hatch, Kent. June 26,
2021.

Dog roses near Beacon Wood, Kent.
June 15, 2021.

Above: A young fox looks at the camera warily from a wheat field and ready to dash
back into a wood. Near Green Street Green, Kent. June 14, 2021.
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