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Floods: Seeing the global picture, while acting locally.
Floods have been in the news around the world, and climate scientists have
predicted that we face a future with more intense and more frequent weather
events. Meanwhile, Southwark Council in London, England, is working with
ecology bodies and the community to plan a new ecology area on part of a
sports field that has been set aside after flood relief work.
The satellite photo of South Louisiana was taken on September 3, 2021, in the wake of Hurricane Ida.
NASA said: “Five days after the storm, many water bodies were still discolored by sediment stirred up by
rain and floods. Floodwaters still swamped areas along many rivers, coasts, and lakes.”

NASA reported that in South Louisiana, after Hurricane Ida had left: “Large numbers of homes have
been destroyed or severely damaged. Some key roads and bridges are out, and returning
residents are facing curfews and boil water warnings.” The images above show: “a more detailed view
of an area in Lafourche Parish near Larose. The large rectangular feature is a low-lying farm built on
reclaimed land and protected by a levee and pumping system.” Images were taken by the Operational
Land Imager (OLI) on Landsat 8, using false-colour. Landsat data U.S. Geological Survey (J. Stevens). Story by A. Voiland.
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/148809/a-changed-landscape-in-southern-louisiana

An episode of intense rain fall was caught on camera
at New Ash Green, on the afternoon of July 31, 2021.

The image above w as taken during the visit of Ursula von der Leyen, President of the
European Commission, to Rochefort and Pepinster in Belgium on July 17, 2021. (© Author
Christophe Licoppe, European Commission.)

Climate has, like no other environmental threat, grabbed the attention of the global media and
public. The floods in July 2021 have left citizens and politicians even more acutely aware of
the situation. We have seen, on TV news, homes destroyed and the people who have lived
there, reduced to despair and tears.

What can you do? Here are four ways to take action over floods.
1. Continue to campaign to raise public awareness about climate.
2. Urge policy-makers to plan for resilient communities; and re-think
preparations for worse case scenarios.
3. Insist that politicians keep on track.
4. Take personal local action to help boost biodiversity.

Above: A view, pre-flooding, of the area of Roermond. This is a city along the Meuse River in the
south-eastern part of The Netherlands, close to the border with Germany. Both pictures
were obtained by Landsat 8. June 16, 2021.

Climate scientists responded cautiously to the floods in Europe and China – but
do expect that extreme weather will become more common in future as climate
change continues.
The scale of flooding in the region of Roermond becomes clear from the before
and after pictures provided by NASA in their online Earth Observatory.
Images were from Lauren Dauphin, using Landsat data from the US Geological Survey and story by Adam Volland.
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/148598/deadly-floods-surprise-europe

About 5,000 people were evacuated from Roermond and a dam was breached along the River
Roer, which added to the flooding.
NASA commented: “While it will take some time for experts to analyze whether this event was
influenced by human-caused global warming, scientists have amassed data showing that warming
has led to more intense and frequent downpours in many parts of the world. Some researchers and
meteorologists have also suggested that warming may be changing the jet stream in ways that
make atmospheric "blocking" patterns—like the one that prolonged these downpours—more likely.”

Above: A view after flooding in the area of Roermond. Landsat 8. July 18, 2021.
It is essential to distinguish between two distinct consequences of the flooding. On one level, there will be a
global public response, which can only encourage people to see the dangers of climate change. Over two
hundred deaths, and vast damage to peoples' houses, with reports of dams bursting in Western Europe
(together with similar stories from China), will raise the alarm in a way that thousands of protestors out
on the streets cannot. Protests may be seen by many as relating to a potential future threat, to which
we can all give lip-service.
Catastrophies that strike when communities are mostly asleep and unable to escape, are another matter.
The damage was real, here and now and not in some possible, but still, somehow far off, future. We can
see individuals who have been hit by the disaster, some in tears and trauma.
How, however, can these stark realities translate into responses from politicians, who, are embroiled,
of necessity, in internecine conflicts with their opponents. We should not assume that all the entire
political world is in all times and in all ways irredeemably cynical, but we must understand the realities
of politics.
Writing in the Wall Street Journal on July 18, 2021, Bojan Pancevski said: “The leading contenders—as
well as Chancellor Angela Merkel, who isn’t running for re-election—have flocked to the worst-hit areas,
promising relief and pointing the finger at climate change for one of the country’s deadliest disasters
since World War II.”

The world needs effective action, not just political rhetoric; this applies in any
nation and whichever party emerges triumphant from an election.

July 2021: Flooding in China.
The views of July 20 (above) and July 26 (below) were provided by the NASA Aqua satellite Moderate
Resolution Imaging Spectroradiometer (MODIS) unit. NASA stated: “According to news reports, the
rainstorm dropped a year’s worth of rain on Zhengzhou, the province’s capital city, over the span of three
days. The storm then tracked north and dropped 26 centimeters (10 inches) of rain within a span of two
hours on the city of Xinxiang. The region’s network of rivers and reservoirs overflowed, and floodwaters
submerged transportation infrastructure and buildings, trapping many people and affecting millions.”
https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/148623/flooding-in-central-china

Don't just complain about the
news, take practical action.
Here is an example in London, UK.
On September 3, 2021, a new wildlife
project took its first steps in Belair Park,
West Dulwich, South London.
Find a local eco-group in your area and
get involved.

The London Borough of Southwark is exploring the
possibility of creating a new wildlife area in a section of
the Park that has been lost to sports after flood relief
works. Above: Robert Roach (Contracts and Services
Officer, London Borough of Southwark). Left to right below:
Dave Clark (ornithologist). Vinnie O'Connell (founder of
New Leaf (community education, botanical area and
gardening).

Above, left to right: Andrew Wright (Great North Wood Project Manager, London Wildlife Trust); Jon
Best (Ecology Officer, LBS); Julian Fowgies (Arboricultural Services Manager, LBS); Anna Pharoah (activist
interested in woodlands, community and funding). A mosaic of habitats can encouage biodiversity in a
way that a simple woodland alone. Please do check out the online information (sent by Julian Fowgies),
and watch the fascinating video.
https://markavery.info/2020/12/04/press-release-the-woodmeadow-trust/
I had the privilege, many years ago, to launch the first wildlife areas in Belair Park, which has expanded
over time with significant contributions from several groups. This is an exciting new era in the creation
of ecology areas in West Dulwich; Martin Heath, Editor, Prime Meridian.

Above: great burnet (Sanguisorba officinalis). Belair Park, West Dulwich, South London,
England. September 3, 2021.
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