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After COP26 – is the world facing death
by politics or salvation through politics?
The UK Prime Minister has presented genuine and welcome successes of the
COP26 event in Glasgow. The leader of the opposition, having recognised the
positive, emphasised the notable failures of the event that needed to be
addressed. The Prime Minister responded as if to mere churlish politicking. Greta
Thunberg's response at the COP26 proceedings has become famous: “they’ve now
had 30 years of blah, blah, blah and where has that led us?”
We must focus on that same urgent reality. The key issue is not which parties or
leaders come across as doing the best job on climate – but whether they are doing
enough to save our world. This is not just a coming-of-age for Homo sapiens, but a
kind of self-evolving, changing our priorities and the way in which we pursue them.
In many ways, it is the environmental activists who have pushed the politicians
forward. We must carry on doing so. Saving the world will not be easy, but the more
effective we are, the better chance we will have of avoiding global environmental
chaos and a slide into dangerous social disruption. Carry on campaigning!
The picture above is looking at the Earth on November 24, 2021. We see three nations, India,
China and Australia, who remain fundamentally involved with coal. “China burns nearly as much
coal as the rest of the world combined, while Australia is one of the biggest exporters of fossil
fuels across the globe, and India relies on coal for more than 60% of its electricity.” Sky News.
https://news.sky.com/story/cop26-why-china-india-and-australia-are-reluctant-to-ditch-coal-12459551
https://epic.gsfc.nasa.gov/ epic_1b_20211124035355

Planet Earth on October 31, 2021. Halloween saw the opening of COP26.
This picture was taken by the EPIC (Earth Polychromatic Imaging Camera) system aboard the DSCCOVR
(Deep Space Climate Observatory) space craft (NASA/NOAA) at 11:52:53 UTC.

Global climate: The world's 4th warmest and the Northern Hemisphere
experienced the warmest October on land in a 142 year record.
NOAA (USA's National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration): “The global surface temperature for
October 2021 was 0.89°C (1.60°F) above the 20th century average of 14.0°C (57.2°F) — the fourth
highest October temperature in the 142-year record. Only Octobers of 2015, 2018, and 2019 had a
warmer October. The 10 warmest Octobers have occurred since 2003. October 2021 also marked the
45th consecutive October and the 442nd consecutive month with temperatures, at least nominally,
above the 20th-century average.” https://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/sotc/global/202110

Seasons in South East England

October 2021
Our's was the warmest region of
the UK, but we had a wet month.
The UK's mean temperature as a whole was
10.9oC, which was 1.4oC above the 19812010 long-term average. However, the mean
for England at 11.8oC was 1.4oC above the
mean. Our region, England SE & Central S, at
12.4o, was 1.3oC above its mean. It was UK's
warmest region.
Monthly means for SE and central S England.
Max. temp.: 16.0oC (1.2oC); min. temp.: 8.8oC
(1.4oC); Hours of sunshine: 99.2 (88%). Rain:
135.1 mm (146%). Anomalies re. 1981-2010
norm in brackets. Date obtained from: Met
Office website.
The UK's maximum temperature, 22.9 oC, was
recorded at Thornes Park (West Yorkshire,
England) on October 8, while the minimum,
-3.6o°C was recorded at Redesdale Camp
(Northumberland, England) on October 16.

Trees turning autumnal colours (above)
in Jeskyns Community Woodland. Kent.
October 6, 2021.

Rain was falling on the afternoon of
October 1 at Ash, Kent. Shortly afterwards,
a double rainbow. Beside the road at New
Ash Green, we see another expected
marker of the autumn, namely a fallen
apple rotting beside the road.
The annual cycle that we follow in this
newsletter can be re-assuring, as we see
the same events turn up as expected. Sadly,
however, global temperatures are headed
upwards, and, unless we can get a handle
on it, climate change will mean that the
future will not be like the past.

The waning Moon had risen over the trees at New Ash Green, before dawn on
October 4 (above left). The waxing Moon, with Earthshine, had become visible after
sunset (hill at Hartley, Kent; Oct. 9). To the left and lower than the Moon was the
planet Venus. In the picture at the top right, we can see Dschubba (δ Sco), a star in
the constellation of Scorpius. It consists of two massive stars orbiting each other. This
binary system lies at a distance of about 400 light years – five human lifetimes.

Above and right: October 21, a tilled field and a pool
after rains. Sinking Sun and autumnal trees on Oct. 22,
near Green Street Green, Kent.
Below: The Full Moon rises above the trees on the hill at
Hartley, Kent on the evening of October 21. The waning
Moon from New Ash Green, Kent, Oct. 25.

Signs of the season.
Over the years, (take note
sociologists) Halloween has
expand into a season in its
own right, rather than a
single day.
A rather up market and
tasteful autumnal wreath
looks towards fallen leaves
and pumpkins ripening for
Halloween. South London;
October 24, 2021.
This is also a time when
spiders are particularly
likely to be seen. Below,
we look through a window
at New Ash Green, Kent
where an orbweb spider
(bigger than actual size)
has created a huge web
for its size. October 25.

Above: The season moves in Beacon Wood, Kent on October 1. From left to right: Among the yellowing
leaves, are sweet chestnut (Castanea sativa), at front and closer to the ground, and, at top, leaves of birch
trees (Betula pendula). In the centre is what looks like a huge fungus, but this is actually a collapsed
Halloween pumpkin, left behind after a recent event. Discarding pumpkins where they can breakdown in
woodland is actually a biologically useful way of disposing of them. The toadstool Amanita muscaria is a
seasonal regular, but this year's numbers here appeared to be less than expected. Below: Cutting maize
near Ridley, Kent. October 27, 2021.

Looking down from the high ground around Ash, down into Hartley Bottom and up into the high
ground at Ridley, on the far side. October 28, 2021. After working during the night, farm hands had
cleared the field of maize. In the late afternoon, cows were returned to the farm, across the now
open field. Below: As twilight fell, Venus had appeared (upper) and (lower) the gas giant planets
Jupiter and Saturn. Saturn is to the right of Jupiter and fainter.

October 31, 2021 experienced rain and strong winds earlier in the day. Later, although
winds continued, the rain stopped. The autumnal trees were caught in bright sunshine
on the hill at Hartley, Kent, until the Sun set behind the adjacent hill. In the fields at
Ash, the twilight lit a pool in a field and some of the trees had already lost most of their
leaves. This was the night of Halloween, and votive candles for the next day's Christian
event of All Souls' Day had been lit at St Peter's and St Paul's Church at Ash, Kent. The
view through a window caught both the inside of the empty church and the darkening
trees outside.

Above: A beautiful spread of clouds in a blue sky. A field of maize, in the process of being cut, beside
a woodland turning autumnal colours. Below Ridley, Kent. October 28, 2021.
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