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The world saw its fifth warmest March in a
record dating back to the year 1880.
The Sun rose on the Equinox on March 20, 2022, promising longer
days for the Northern Hemisphere. New Ash Green, Kent, England.

The Earth at the Equinox: March 20, 2022.
This was the Northern Hemisphere's Spring Equinox. 13:40:52 UTC. Dust from the Sahara is sweeping
across the Atlantic, where it provides nutrient for the Amazon rainforest. At the centre of the disk,
we see a sunglint off the ocean. The Deep Space Climate Observatory is a NOAA satellite. NASA
provides imagss from the Earth Polychromatic Imaging Camera. https://epic.gsfc.nasa.gov/?date=2022-03-20

Global climate: The 5th warmest March in a record from 1880.

The monthly report from the USA's National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
stated that: “The March 2022 global surface temperature departure was the fifth highest for
March in the 143-year record at 0.95 oC (1.17oF) above the 20th century average. This was
also the highest monthly temperature departure since November 2020. The seven warmest
Marches have occurred since 2015, while the 10 warmest Marches have occurred since 2002.
March 2022 also marked the 46th consecutive March and the 447th consecutive month with
temperatures, at least nominally, above the 20th century average.”

More of this report from NOAA can be found online at:
https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/access/monitoring/monthly-report/global/202203

Above: There had been snow at New Ash Green, Kent on the last day March. Snow was falling
high above, as the evening became darker.

Seasons in South East England

March 2022
Sunnier and more dry than normal. Our region saw the UK's warmest day.
The provisional UK mean temperature was 6.7oC, which is 1.0oC above the 1991-2020 longterm average. England's mean was 7.5oC (1.1oC). In our region, England SE & Central S, as a
whole, the warmest temperature was 12.3oC (1.4oC) above the 1991 to 2020 average. The
coldest was 3.9oC (0.8oC). The mean was 8.1oC, which was 1.1oC above the 1991-2020 norm
and 2.3oC above the 1961 to 1990 norm. There were 160.1 hours of sunshine (130%) and
41.5 mm of rain (80%).

Sheep, lambs and goats had escaped from a field on the hill at Ridley, Kent, during
the afternoon of March 1.
The UK's coldest recorded temperature of -9.1 oC was at Aboyne, Aberdeenshire, Scotland on March 2
and the warmest, 20.8oC was recorded at St James’s Park, London, on March 23, but also at Treknow,
Cornwall, on March 25.

On March 10, 2022, a buzzard
(Buteo buteo) was crossing
through a cloudless blue sky
where the edge of the Beacon
Wood Country Park meets
farmland. Located near Bean,
Kent, England. Out thanks to
ornithologist Dave Clark for
identification.
A half Moon, waxing, was also
visible overhead.
Eye safety: do not look at the Sun,
with one's eyes, camera, telescope or
binoculars! It can be easy to have
accidents when photographing the sky.

The leaves of bluebells (Hyacinthoides
non-scripta) had emerged on parts of
the woodland floor in the Beacon Wood
Country Park, Bean, Kent.
Bluebells have to develop and flower
fast – they had not flowered yet before the leaves of the trees above
them emerge and reduce the light
available. March 10, 2022.
Lesser celandine (Ficaria verna) had
appeared along a road-side verge at
New Ash Green, Kent. March 17, 2022.

Above: Blackthorn (Prunus spinosa) caught in the sunshine in a hedge beside a field in Highcross
Road, Southfleet, Kent. Day of the spring equinox March 20, 2022.
Below: March 15; a tractor was rolling the flints on a field at Ash, Kent, to prepare the ground for
coming agricultural work.

Above: March 10, 2022. Small Tortoiseshells (Aglais urticae). Field beside the edge of woodland
Beacon Wood Country Park; Bean, Kent. Thanks to Simon Saville (Chair, SW London Butterfly
Conservation), who kindly informed us that courtship in this species can be discovered in the
“excellent” book by Peter Eeles, "Life-cycles of British and Irish Butterflies" (details online).

Prime Meridian.
Prime Meridian is published by the Ecospheres Project, a research and media collaboration.
This newsletter looks at the cycle of the seasons in South East England and looks out from
the Prime Meridian into the global environment. It steps back to look at the Earth in its
astronomical context. Environmentalists talk of the “Climate Crisis,” but we emphasise that
the threat caused by human activity to the ecosphere of Planet Earth goes beyond climate
alone. The Crisis involves numerous factors, all of which interact with each other in a
complex way. For this reason, we have introduced the phrase “Earth Crisis.”
We pursue also the search for other habitable worlds. This is an area of research in which
the editors have been active. It promises to open new vistas in our understand of how our
living Earth belongs in the larger picture. At the same time, as space probes head to other
worlds in a search for life, we assert the moral duty of space exploration to inflict no harm
on life elsewhere from human impact.
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